
6
Cats
• Recalling Details • Common and Proper Nouns
• Building Vocabulary – Words in Context

10
The "Horseless Carriage" (1)
• Fact or Opinion • Verbs • Building New Words

14
The "Horseless Carriage" (2)
• Cause and Effect • Transitive Verbs, Intransitive Verbs,
   and Direct Objects • Synonyms

18
Influenza – More Than Just a Cold
• Recalling Details
• The Pronoun as the Subject of a Sentence
• Words Often Confused

22
Treasures of the Orient (1)
• Recalling Information • More Work with Pronouns
• Discovering and Using New Words

26
Treasures of the Orient (2)
• Drawing Conclusions • The Object in a Sentence
• Word Search Challenge

30
Gypsies – an Endangered Culture
• The Main Idea • Descriptive Language
   – Adjectives and Adverbs • Descriptive Language

34
The Amazing Helen Keller (1)
• Referring to the Facts • A Sentence and Its Parts
• Using Similes in Description

38
The Amazing Helen Keller (2)
• Finding Important Information
• Building a Simple Sentence • Suffixes and Prefixes

42

48
Who Is the Greatest Hockey Player
of All Time?
• Recalling Facts • Prepositions and Phrases
• Building Vocabulary – Forming New Words

52
Bicycles, Then and Now
• Matching Details • Subordinate Clauses
• Antonyms and Synonyms

56
Marilyn Bell – Marathon Swimmer (1)
• Fact or Opinion
• Building Sentences with Phrases and Clauses
• Writing Descriptions

60
Marilyn Bell – Marathon Swimmer (2)
• Recalling Information • Rules of Capitalization
• Creative Writing – Composing an Interview

64
Meat-Eating Plants
• Remembering Details • Punctuation Rules for Sentences
• Searching for Synonyms

68
Pirates of the Caribbean (1)
• Cause and Effect • Active Voice and Passive Voice
• Crossword Puzzle

72
Pirates of the Caribbean (2)
• Understanding Content • Verb Tenses
• Writing Poetry with a Rhyming Scheme

76
The Origins of the Written Words
• The Main Idea • Verb Agreement • Word Building Chart

80

88
Nouns and Noun Use
• Compound Nouns • Collective Nouns • Verb Agreement
• Noun Plurals • Changing Verbs to Nouns

92
Pronouns
• Demonstrative, Interrogative, Relative, & Reflex
   Pronouns • Pronoun Cases

96
Descriptive Words and Phrases
• Descriptive Words & Phrases • Adverbs & Adjectives
• Adverb & Adjective Phrases • Prepositions

100
Understanding Verb Forms
• Verb-Subject Agreement • Active & Passive Verb Voice
• Transitive & Intransitive Verbs

104
Verb Tenses
• The Present Tense • The Past Tense • The Future Tense

108
The Sentence and Its Parts
• Subject & Predicate • Articles • Direct & Indirect Objects
• Object of a Preposition • Predicate Complements

112
Compound and Complex Sentences
• The Subordinate Clause • Clauses & Phrases
• Adverbial & Adjectival Clauses

116



122
Verbal, Participle, and Infinitive Phrases
• Verbals • Infinitives • Participle Phrases

126
Phrases – Noun, Gerund, Appositive,
Absolute
• Noun Phrases • Gerund Phrases
• Appositive Phrases • Absolute Phrases

130
Run-On Sentences and Sentence Combining
• Run-On Sentences • Sentence Combining

134
Punctuation (1)
• Sentence Types • Apostrophes • Possessives • Colons

138
Punctuation (2)
• The Comma • Commas & Subordinate Clauses
• The Semicolon

142
Capitalization, Abbreviation, and
Quotation Marks
• Capital Letters • Tricky Capitalization
• Common Abbreviations • Quotation Marks

146
Tips for Effective Writing
• Wordiness • Homonym Errors
• Choppy Sentences • Double Negatives

150
The Descriptive Paragraph
• Spatial Order • The Narrative Paragraph
• The Explanatory Paragraph • Letter Writing

154

162
The Topic Sentence
• Identifying Topic Sentences • Composing Topic Sentences
• Composing Paragraphs • Improving Topic Sentences

166
Following the Topic Sentence
• Developing Topic Sentences • Creating Paragraphs
• Writing Topic Sentences for Paragraphs

170
Descriptive Language (1)
• Choosing Appropriate Words • Action Verbs
• Understanding Meaning through Context
• Creating Adjectives from Verbs

174
Confusing Words
• Frequently Misspelled Words • Working with Homonyms
• Tricky Usage Problems

178
Creating a Story Ending
• Writing an Ending Paragraph • The Parts of a Story

182
Word-Building Challenge
• Root Words
• Completing Sentences with Suitable Words
• New Words in Context • Homonym Challenge

186
Descriptive Language (2)
• Choosing Suitable Descriptive Words
• Words in Context

190

196
The Columbia Icefield
• Vocabulary Study • Working with Facts
• Creating a Factual Composition

200
Haiku Poetry
• Word Association • Writing Haiku Poems

204
Narrative Writing
• Creating Focused Topics
• Writing Narrative Paragraphs

208
Vocabulary Development
• Root Word Quiz • Transitional Words and Conjunctions

212
Expository Writing
• Analyzing Expository Paragraphs
• Composing an Explanatory Paragraph
• Composing a Persuasive Paragraph

216
Le Tour de France
• Words in Context • Using Words in Sentences

220
Informal Writing
• Practising Informal Writing • The Utterance
• Writing an Invitation • Writing Want Ads

224
Synonyms – Facts about Canada
• Identifying Synonyms
• Replacing Words with Synonyms

228

235

253



○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Complete EnglishSmart • Grade 5178

5 Creating a Story Ending

A story is often made up of a conflict or a situation that needs to be solved.  A story ending is the part
of the story where the problem or conflict is finally solved.  Often, suspense or a series of events is used
to build towards a story ending.

Title: 

The mid-June day of the final track and
field meet was met by temperatures
approaching 30˚C.  The air was still and the
scorching sun blazed down on the
competitors who huddled under the sparse
trees for shade.  Litres of water were
being consumed by the athletes before
competing.  Some just poured the
water over their heads in a vain attempt
at momentary relief.

Lisa, an 11-year-old sprinter, was the one hope her school had of bringing
home a ribbon.  She specialized in the 200-metre race, a race that demanded
endurance and strategy.  Small in size, she was big in heart, and her legs were like
pistons pumping fiercely when she ran.  Lisa had placed first in the divisional race
and second in the regional where she was defeated by a mere 2 seconds by her
main competitor, another 11-year-old runner named Jennifer.   Jennifer was a tall
girl with long legs that enabled her to run in steady, loping strides.  Both runners
were fierce competitors and superb athletes.  Both were determined to win.

The announcement came for the 200-metre final – runners were asked to
report to the starter.  There was a swell of spectators gathering at the finish line
anticipating a spectacular finish.  Lisa and Jennifer set themselves into the starting
blocks staring straight ahead.  They arched their backs and lowered their heads.
The starter raised the pistol, and at the sound of the shot, they were off – the
championship race was on.

30 metres into the race, Lisa and Jennifer, neck and neck, had jumped out
to an insurmountable lead over the other runners.  The rest of the field were now

A. Below is a story about a track and field event.  Provide an ending paragraph
for the story in the space provided.  Add a title that suits your ending.
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racing for third place as they watched the pair of runners round the first turn and
speed down the straight-way.  The crowd cheered wildly.  At the 100-metre mark,
Lisa had taken a slight lead but Jennifer stayed just off her right shoulder waiting
to make her move.

At 160 metres, the runners were again neck and neck, well ahead of the
pack.  Then the unthinkable happened.  Lisa soared into the lead, but as she
sprinted ahead, she stumbled and sprawled to the ground.  The crowd was
silenced.
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5

Setting

The setting of a story refers to the time and place in which the story takes place.

Characters

Characters in a story can be divided into two basic categories:
(a) Major characters: They are usually directly involved in the action or conflict.
(b) Minor characters: They have limited involvement in the story; sometimes they deliver messages or

interact with the major characters to help move the story along.

Descriptions

A writer will use descriptions to help the reader visualize the setting, the characters, and the action in the story.

B. State two facts about the setting that are known to the reader immediately.

1.

2.

C. Who are the major and minor characters in this story?

Major:  

Minor:  

D. State four descriptions that you think are effective.

1.

2.

3.

4.

The Parts of a Story
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Plot

Plot refers to the main action that takes place in the story.  The plot usually follows a path of development from
beginning to end.

Conflict

Conflict often forms the basis of a story.  It may involve two persons against each other, a character fighting
against himself/herself (decision making), or a character facing nature.

Suspense

Suspense is a technique of writing that “suspends” the reader by holding back information or by giving only
partial information to build the ending.

E. Describe the plot of this story.

F. State the central conflict in this story.

G. Describe the suspense in this story.

H. Is the suspense effective?  Explain why or why not.
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